
+ A million thanks to our  
Wesley Auxiliary

+ exciting $20 million theatre 
expansion

+ The Wesley’s Moorlands 
house provides an historical 
connection for visitors
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The Wesley hospital, a leading Queensland 

not-for-profit private hospital.

Fundraising 
Spotlight
Switching the light  
on brain tumours
Every six hours one Australian is  
diagnosed with brain cancer. Sadly,  
every eight hours someone loses 
their battle with this disease. 

Leading Australian neurosurgeons 
at The Wesley Neuroscience Unit 
are working to slow this death rate 
through acquiring state-of-the-art 
brain tumour surgery technology.

Continued on Page 2.
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Celebrating our 
supporters 
From golf to galas, opera to high teas, The Wesley 
Hospital fundraising events were again generously 
sponsored and supported in 2012 by a host of 
individuals and businesses.
The Wesley is extremely grateful to our donors and supporters for 
the wonderful contributions made throughout this year. Together 
with bequests, donations and other activities, revenue raised from 
the fundraising events held has been utilised to support a wide 
range of facilities and services.

Highlights this year included the annual Opera in the Vineyard, 
supported by the Rotary Club of Stanthorpe and Ballandean 
Estate Wines. The event which featured Opera Queensland 
has grown to be a premier cultural and tourist event in South-
East Queensland. Held on 6 May in the magnificent vineyards of 
Ballandean Estate on the Granite Belt, this year’s Opera was a 
spectacular 20th anniversary celebration, officially opened by  
Her Excellency Ms Penelope Wensley AC, Governor of Queensland. 

The Classic Wallabies Invitational Golf Day, established by David and 
Erica Fordham to support the Wesley's Cancer Care program, was 
held on 7 June at Links Hope Island Golf Club.

In July, Brisbane was a sea of pink with various events organised 
for the annual Think Pink Week in support of the Kim Walters 
Choices Program. Radio station B105 devoted its morning 
program on 23 July to promote the week, with announcers chatting 
on air with Choices patron Kevin Walters. 

Other Think Pink events included a celebrity debate luncheon 
hosted by Invigorate at the Mercure Hotel, North Quay. Guests 
included Gretel Killeen and Madonna King, who debated the 
topic “Winners Wear Pink”. For 24 hours the Clem Jones 
Tunnel (CLEM7) became KIM7, with $1 from each toll on the 
day generously donated by the RiverCity Motorway Group to the 
Choices program.

Think Pink Week concluded on 28 July with the Think Pink Ball 
at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, a glamorous 
event sponsored by ME Bank. At the ball, RiverCity Motorway 
Group Chief Executive Officer Mark Snape presented a cheque for 
$32,700 raised from the KIM7 initiative. Also on the night, Felicity’s 
Wish Foundation donated $10,000 to support Choices’ Rural and 
Regional Program.

Switching the light on  
brain tumours  
(continued from page 1)

The integration of a new drug Gliolan and leading edge 
technology via the Zeiss 400 Blue Light Microscope allows 
neurosurgeons to clearly identify brain tumour cells and 
determine their precise location along with the impact on 
the brain. 

Professor David Walker, neurosurgeon at the Wesley, said 
current treatment for brain tumours is primarily resection 
or removal of the tumour, followed by radiation therapy 
and chemotherapy. This relies on brain scans to locate 
the tumour and neurosurgeons to estimate the margin 
between the tumour and normal brain cells through 
observation under an operating microscope.

Clinical trials however, have shown nearly a doubling in the 
number of patients achieving a complete resection when 
Gliolan and the Zeiss 400 microscope are used, compared  
to current standard surgical procedures. 

"Research has shown that therapy is more effective when 
more of the tumour is initially removed and our aim as 
neurosurgeons is to remove as much of the tumour as 
possible to leave the smallest amount for chemotherapy  
and radiation treatment,” Professor Walker said.

“We can only treat what we can see and accurately 
identifying the margin between the tumour and normal  
brain cells is the challenge neurosurgeons face, and this  
is where Gliolan and the Zeiss 400 Blue Light Microscope 
are revolutionary,” he said.

This new technology and equipment requires the patient 
to take Gliolan three hours prior to surgery, the drug then 
accumulates in the tumour cells within the brain. When the 
ultraviolet light from the Zeiss 400 Blue Light Microscope is 
engaged, the tumour cells fluoresce and glow pink and red. 
This enables the surgeon to more clearly identify the tumour 
cells and remove them without disturbing healthy brain tissue.

Ultimately this new technique increases the opportunity for 
safe tumour removal and effective therapy, giving patients  
a better chance of recovery and survival.

The Wesley Hospital will be the only private hospital in 
Australia with this technology.

In 2012, the Wesley established a fund for donations to  
assist brain tumour patients with the financial burden of  
the Gliolan drug and to offset the costs of purchasing the 
Zeiss 400 Blue Light Microscope.

From left: B105 morning crew, Stav, Abby and Labby support  
Think Pink Week

Professor David Walker


